
 
 

BAD HABITS? 
In my earlier life as a priest, I learnt some bad habits from other priests. Not immoral habits, mind you, but 
practices that were not always the healthiest and most productive ways to live this somewhat unusual 
occupation. I say unusual, because these days there are not many grown men who cohabit like middle-aged 
flatmates, living and working out of the same residence, until such time as a phone call from the bishop changes 
the whole dynamic, by transferring one or the other to the next living and working relationship, often with little 
knowledge of what will be required by way of duties and certainly minimal knowledge of  how you will manage 
the next living arrangement. The luck of the draw rather than precision planning plays a big part. 
 

These days this is less of a problem, with fewer priests living together and an Archbishop who is happy to 
discuss options, but in my early days there were often great differences in lifestyle, as well as theological 
approach of the parish priest and his assistant. My first pastor was more than twice my age and made very 
specific decisions about presbytery life, mainly what and when we would eat and what television stations were to 
be watched (usually the ABC with the occasion dial-turn to Saturday football). I was told what time I should 
shower (daily, I’m happy to say) and permission was required before accepting an invitation to a parishioner’s 
home for dinner. I was given a roster on Monday morning letting me know what my week’s duties would be, and I 
was given an envelope every three months with my pay in cash. Holidays and the weekly day off was by 
application to him and was often cancelled due to work requirements. It was not an altogether unpleasant 
existence and was the norm for new priests, but there was no discussion about these procedures because he 
was just repeating what he had been taught. While I know it was another age, my fear of repeating those early 
experiences later in life has stayed with me and hopefully helped me not replicate the rigidity of those early days. 
If anything, I learned early that I didn’t want to live like that for the rest of my life. 
 

One of the bad habits of this first priest that I should mention, was that he rarely took a day off from busy parish 
life. While he was an excellent instructor in many ways, this particular omission made me feel a little guilty when I 
looked forward to those precious 24 hours away from the demanding life of a young curate. This guilt was 
exacerbated when I plucked up the courage to ask why he didn’t regularly have a day off each week. “Because 
Jesus didn’t”, was the short reply. (If only he had been like Jesus in every other way I could have understood, but 
why pick a ‘day off’?) He was a very hard worker and highly respected by parishioners after many years of 
dedicated service, but I often wonder, was he a happy man?  On reflection he was a good teacher, although not 
all the lessons he taught were for the good of all or me. 
 

If I had the courage and the confidence, I wish I could have told him that being busy to the point of exhaustion 
does not bring out the best in people. Clearing the clutter and doing some mindless activity does have some 
regenerative outcomes. We do not need to fill our lives with distracting entertainments to help us forget life’s 
difficulties, but we do need moments when we can see into life beyond the bright, hard surfaces. More than a 
day off, we need a “day on”, when we can gain more experience, more depth as human beings. I wish now we 
had been able to spend a few hours chatting about things that did not involve parish life or the latest document 
from Rome, so that I could have learnt other lessons about how real life can be found in leisure as well as work. 
 

Maybe the gospel writers only wanted the reader to think that Jesus didn’t have a day off or have spaces in his 
preaching and healing ministry.  I choose to think he really enjoyed his hiking or sauntering from town to town, 
that his parables were told around a campfire relaxing with his mates and that not all sharing of wine and bread 
was a lesson in transubstantiation. I choose to think he may have had a Red Sea shack where we went to chill 
out and prepare for the next line up of needy followers. I choose to think he did these things so that he could 
show others how to get the best out of life, that he lived a fulfilling and enjoyable life,  and not just a taught 
lessons about how to live it.   
Fr Peter 

 
 

1 June 2025 (Year C) 

Liturgy and Prayers This Week 2 June to 8 June 2025  

 Bulimba Buranda East Brisbane Kangaroo Point 

Wednesday 7pm (Mass)  8am (Mass)  

Friday 
8am (Mass + Adoration 

+ Benediction) 9am (Mass)   

Saturday 
9am (Mass) 

5.30pm (Mass) 
 5pm (Mass)  

Sunday 
8am (Mass) 

5.30pm (Mass) 
8am (Mass)  9am  (Mass) 

 FR PETER DILLON  Administrator, Kangaroo Point East Brisbane and Buranda   FR KEVIN SMITH Parish Priest, Bulimba 

We acknowledge the traditional owners 

and custodians, who have walked upon and 

cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep 

spiritual attachment and relationships of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples to this country and commit 

ourselves to the ongoing journey of 

reconciliation.  



A R O U N D  O U R  PA R I S H E S  
BULIMBA 

KANGAROO POINT/EAST BRISBANE •  BURANDA 

AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE 

Prayer Requests 
We ask you to pray for the recently deceased Jeanette 
McMahon, Harold McMahon, Brenda Burnheim and for those 
whose anniversaries occur at this time—Greg Smith, Rose 
Payne. Please remember the sick in your prayers - Michael Mul-
ligan, Leo Rawlings, Tony Cotter, Paul Mann 

Prayer Requests 
Please pray for our departed loved ones, especially Frank Tarditi, 
Pushpa Devi, Francis Grotowski recently deceased and also for 
George Bracken, Paul Troja, Patricia Vieyra, Mary Hooper, Emma 
Moretto, Peggy Teache, Ann Toomey, Harold & Dulcie O’Connell, 
Robyn Illett, Bill Hanley, Patrick and Clare Dugger, Begley and Bourke 
families,  Karen Baker, Mike West, Timmons and Lyons families, Pat-
rick and Pat Boyle. 
Please remember the sick in your prayers – Luigia D’Allura, Hazel 
Langthorne, Pete Waldron, Margaret McLaughlin, Anita Xavier, Lance 
Tutanoa,  Roy Hogan, Catherine Kearney, Madonna Lapez (nee Cullen), 
Remy Rossi, Carol Visueshwara, Rita Zoch, Patrick Larkin. 
 

PARISH BAKE STALL—Mark your calendars! The Parish Bake Stall is 
on this weekend. Get ready to indulge in homemade goodies and 
support the Sts Peter & Paul’s community.  On sale Saturday 31 May 
after 5.30pm Mass  and Sunday 1 June after 8am . Don't miss out on 
the chance to taste the best treats around. If you would like to con-
tribute, please send an email to parishbakestall@gmail.com  
 

FAMILY MASS will be celebrated this Sunday 1 June at 8am. You 
are encouraged to attend with your children and stay and join us 
for morning tea afterwards.  
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL Bulimba chapter meet Thursday 5 June at 
6pm in the parish hall.  New members welcomed to attend.  
 

SAVE THE DATE—Wine & Cheese  evening to launch Social Justice 
initiative ‘An Evening of Providence’.  Saturday 28th June, 6.45pm in 
the parish hall.  See flyer attached with newsletter or at the church 
doors. 
 

A sense of humour is a gift from God. Laughter unites us. 
A man needed a horse, so he went to the nearby temple to purchase one.  Before 
he left, the priest told him that it was a special horse.  In order for it to go, he would 
say ‘Thank God’ and for it stop he would have to say ‘Amen’.  So the guy went 
and a few minutes later he dozed off on the horse.  Awaking suddenly near the 
edge of a cliff he shouted ‘Amen!’ and the horse stopped a few inches from the 
edge.  ’Whew’, he said, ’Thank God’. 

PARISH LUCKY NUMBER (KPEB) 
Last week’s winner:     ISOBEL 
Any parishioners interested in being part of the Lucky Number Draw 
simply need to speak with Isobel at the foyer of St Benedict’s Church on 
Saturday evening.  Proceeds of the lucky number draw go to support St 
Vincent de Paul and other social needs in the Parish. GOOD LUCK!!! 
 

MARKET STALL —next Sunday 8 June 2025 after the 8am Mass at St 
Luke’s Buranda — on sale are knitted items, beanies (adult and chil-
dren), scarves , covered coat hangers and some other items. Money 
raised will assist our local St Vincent de Paul Society for their Winter 
Appeal. Any  items left unsold will be donated to Micah Charity in 
West End. If you are not in need of any of the above items at this 
stage please consider a donation. Thank you, St Luke’s Green 
Knitters & Natters. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD will be held this Sunday 1 
June  in the Coolock Room during the 9am Mass at St Joseph’s.  
You are encouraged to bring your children to hear the Gospel 
adapted to their level of understanding.  PARISH MORNING TEA 
will follow.   All welcome. 

LOOKING AHEAD…. 
6 June  9am Anointing Mass at St Luke’s Buranda 
8 June  Market Stall after 8am Mass at St Luke’s Buranda 
 

A VOCATION VIEW: Jesus promised his disciples that they would be clothed in power from God. As a follower of Jesus, you are 
also given that same promise. Pray for the grace to be a faithful witness (Luke 24:46-53) Scan the QR code to find out more or 
contact the vocation office on 1300 133 544 or www.vocationbrisbane.com Follow us on @vocationbrisbane  
 

 HOW TO SUPPORT YOUR PARISHES 
As a Catholic community, we are deeply grateful for the goodwill and generosity that sustain our mission and service to others.  

Your continued support is vital to our work, helping us to live out Christ’s love in Bulimba, Buranda, and Kangaroo Point/East Brisbane.  
To arrange planned giving for your parish, we invite you to reach out to the parish office for more information.  

Thank you for being a cherished part of our faith journey. 

 
LITTLE STEPS SJ INITIATIVE 

THIS WEEK’S ACTION 
 

 
Listen and respond to the cry of the Earth,  

the cry of the poor and the cry of our future. 
 

When buying new appliances, consider he energy rating. 
It may cost more but will save you money in the long run. 

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM FOR 2025 
 
 

CONFIRMATION (Year 3 children) 
Parent information sessions 
24 July 7pm OR 25 July 9:30am 
Celebration of Confirmation—Thursday 28 August  

YOU ARE INVITED—DEACON SANG DUC BUI who completed his pas-
toral placement at Bulimba will be ordained to the priesthood on Fri-
day 13 June at 7pm  at St Stephen’s Cathedral. (Please see invitation 
attached to this weekend’s email mail out or at church doors).  Sang 
will celebrate his Mass of Thanksgiving in the parish on Saturday 14 
June at 10am followed by hospitality in the parish hall and grounds.  
All welcome to attend. 
 

LOURDES HILL COLLEGE PAST PUPIL’S ASSOCIATION invite you to 
enjoy High Tea with past pupils and friends.  Tuesday 17 June—
10.30am-12.30pm at Lourdes Hill College, 86 Hawthorne Road, 
Hawthorne.  For more information or assistance contact Alex 
O’Shea on 3399 0413 or visit www.trybooking.com/1385962 

There will be a bus travelling from Our Lady of Graces, Carina to 
the Corpus Christi Procession at St Stephen’s Cathedral on Sun-
day 22 June 2025.  All those in the Brisbane East Deanery wishing 
to avail of this service are asked to register with the parish by 
emailing carina@bne.catholic.net.au.  Cost is $5 return per per-
son or $15 per family (up to 3 children).  The bus will depart at 
1pm from Our Lady of Graces, 100 Mayfield Road, Carina and 
return at 4.15pm.  For more information please contact Caroline 
0411 863 850 or Eugenia 0427 691 323 

mailto:parishbakestall@gmail.com
http://www.vocationbrisbane.com.au


   

GLORIA 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.  
 

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.   
 

For you alone are the holy one,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.   
Amen 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for 
the Lord. 
  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Go and teach all people my gospel.  
I am with you always, until the end of the world. 
Alleluia!  
 

APOSTLES CREED 
 

I believe in God,   
the Father almighty,   
Creator of heaven and earth,   
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,   
born of the Virgin Mary,   
suffered under Pontius Pilate,   
was crucified, died and was buried;   
he descended into hell;   
on the third day, he rose again from the dead;   
he ascended into heaven,   
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;   
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit,   
the holy catholic Church,   
the communion of saints,   
the forgiveness of sins,   
the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting,  Amen. 

 

SANCTUS   
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Bless’d is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION   
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your 
Resurrection until you come again. 

 

Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission  
on English in the Liturgy (ICEL) Used with permission. All rights reserved 

 FIRST Reading: Acts 1:1-11   SECOND Reading: Ephesians 1:17-23   GOSPEL: Luke 24:46-53  

THE ORDER OF THE MASS  MUSIC AT BULIMBA  

GATHERING HYMN 
A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING! 
 

A hymn of glory let us sing! 
New hymns throughout the world shall ring: 
Alleluia, Alleluia! Christ, by a road before untrod, 
Ascends unto the throne of God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
The holy apostolic band  
Upon the Mount of Olives stand. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! And with the virgin mother see 
Their Lord ascend in majesty. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
To whom the shining angels cry, 
“Why stand and gaze upon the sky?” 
Alleluia, Alleluia! “This is the Saviour!” thus they say, 
“This is his glorious triumph day!” 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Text: based on Laudato sia Dio mio Signore the Canticle of the Sun; of St Francis of Assist 1182-1226.  
Reproduced by permission of Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 

LICENCE #A-641195 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 
I HAVE LOVED YOU 
 

I have loved you with an everlasting love, 
I have called you and you are mine; 
I have loved you with an everlasting love, 
I have called you and you are mine. 
 

Seek the face of the Lord and long for him: 
He will bring you his light and his peace. 
 

Seek the face of the Lord and long for him: 
He will bring you his joy and his hope. 
 

Seek the face of the Lord and long for him: 
He will bring you his care and his love. 
 
Text based on Jer 31:3, Ps 24:3.  Text and music © 1979. New Dawn Music.  P.O Box 13248, Portland, OR 97213-

0248 All rights reserved.  Used with permission ONE LICENSE #A-641195 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 
PRAISE MY SOUL THE KING OF HEAVEN 
 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
To his feet thy tribute bring, 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
Evermore his praises sing:  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the everlasting King! 
 

Praise him for his grace and favour, 
To his children in distress; 
Praise him, still the same as ever,  
Slow to chide and swift to bless. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  Glorious in his faithfulness. 
 

Father like he tends and spares us; 
Well our feeble frame he knows, 
In his hand he gently bears us, 
Rescues us from all our foes. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  Widely yet his mercy flows. 
 

Text: Ps 103, Henry F Lyle, 1793-1847, alt. Music: John Goss, 1800-1880. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-621195 

 

 


