
The Epiphany of the Lord  The Baptism of the Lord 

First Reading: Is 60:1-6 
Second Reading: Eph 3:2-3, 5-6 
Gospel:  Mt 2:1-12 

First Reading: Is 55:1-11 
Second Reading: 1 Jn 5:1-9 
Gospel:  Mt 1:7-11 

Responsorial Psalm Gospel Acclamation 

 

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.  
Alleluia, alleluia! We have seen his star in the East; 
and have come to adore the Lord.  Alleluia! 
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MASS TIMES: 

St Benedict’s Church  
81 Mowbray Tce, East Brisbane  
 
Saturday: 6:00 pm Vigil Mass  
Reconciliation: 5.30pm 
 
Wednesday: 9.00 Mass 
Changes will be in newsletter 

 
St Joseph’s Church  
26-36 Leopard St (Anglesey St),  
Kangaroo Point  
 
Sunday: 9:00am Mass  
 

 

SVdP Helpline - 07 30101096  
Furniture Helpline 1300 551 894  

 
************ 

We pray for our fellow parishioners 

and  friends who are ill, especially 

Mary Miller,  

Carmel Gleeson,  

Donna Adams, Jenny Pearsall.  

 
Names of the Sick: due to privacy laws, 
names of the sick can only appear in 
the newsletter with the permission of 
immediate family. 
 

We pray for our recently departed,   

may they rest in peace. 

 

For those who anniversaries are at 
this time,  we remember them. 

 
 
 

The ancient feast of the Epiphany reminds us 

that the whole universe is in God and that God 

is in us. It celebrates the presence of God who 

is revealed to us in wondrous ways: in creation; 

in our dreams; in our day to day experience; in 

our sacred stories. Readiness to encounter 

God in these diverse ways has nothing to do 

with naïve dependence on our own judgment or 

on the judgement of others. It has more to do 

with a way of being in the world that involves 

openness to the unexpected and a critical and 

careful communal dialogue between our life 

experience and our faith tradition. A deep 

awareness of our place in the Earth community 

and kinship with the more-than-human teaches 

us respect for all being and respect for the 

power of God’s Spirit to lead us beyond 

ourselves towards a more profound encounter 

with the divine.  

Epiphany has long been associated with the 

wise ones or astrologers “from the East” who 

are led beyond themselves and their immediate 

location by the rising of a star. They form their 

own preliminary hypothesis and travel west to 

search out the meaning of this sign. Their 

questioning in Jerusalem attracts the attention 

of Herod, the Roman-appointed “king of the 

Jews” who turns to the official interpreters of 

the Jewish scriptures for information on the 

birthplace of the Messiah. They follow the star 

that leads them to Bethlehem, to the new born 

child, the incarnate Wisdom of God. The gospel 

does not stipulate how many wise ones or magi 

come to pay homage to the child who has 

already been named in the text as Emmanuel, 

God with-us. There is no indication in the story 

as to whether they are men or women or both. 

The three gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh 

have traditionally been associated with three 

different characters, usually kings, of diverse 

nationality and colour. These strangers are the 

first to recognise “God-with-us” in the person of 

Jesus of Nazareth. They also come to 

recognise in a dream the duplicity of Herod, 

who senses a threat to his political power from 

the birth of a new-born king of the Jews. They 

have the good sense not to accede to Herod’s 

request to bring him word of the newborn king. 

They return home “by another road”.  

The story-teller Matthew leaves room in the 

tableau for the insertion of the wise ones who 

will emerge through the ages. There is an 

invitation for us to enter into Matthew’s drama, 

to be the wise ones, to join with people of 

different cultures, to engage in our own search 

for Wisdom, and to follow the star that leads to 

truth and lasting peace. There is also an 

invitation to be wary of those who find their 

positions threatened by a different sort of 

power, power based on vulnerability and 

openness to new life.   Reflection by Veronica 

Lawson RSM 
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 FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
 

Sun - The Epiphany of The Lord 
Thu - St Raymond of Penyafort 

 
Visit our parish WEBSITE at  

http://catholicparishebkpt.org.au  
Visit the website and subscribe to the 

weekly newsletter.  
 

BAPTISMS 
Baptisms are held in the parish on Sunday 
following the 9.00am mass or other times 
by arrangement.  
Preparation is held on the 1st Saturday of 
the month at the Cathedral at 9.30am. 
 

THE CATHOLIC LEADER  
FREE ONLINE EACH WEEKEND 

 
The Catholic Leader team wishes you a 
happy and Holy Christmas. 
 
Our office is now closed for the Christmas 
and New Year's break, and will reopen on 
January 4.  The next edition of The 
Catholic Leader digital newspaper will be 
sent to subscribers on January 7.   

 
Subscriptions to The Catholic Leader’s 
digital newspaper can be made online 

at www.catholicleader.com.au/subscribe. 
 

LUCKY NUMBERS  
 

$2.00 could win you $25.  
Support your parish and buy your lucky 

number from the piety stall.  Drawn weekly 
 

Winner - Jeanette Ayre #3 
 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK  
and TWITTER for everything you need 

to know about what’s happening around 
the Archdiocese.  

 
 
Give the parish page a ‘like’ and share 
with your family and friends.  

 
HAVE YOU LOOKED AT OUR UPDATED 

PARISH WEBSITE.  FURTHER 
IMPROVEMENTS TO COME.  

 

Roster – St Benedict’s (Saturday 6:00pm)   9 Jan  

Commentator Readers Holy Communion Ministers 

             C Parkes B Navratil, J McIntosh                   Priest  

       

Altar Servers 10 Jan 

St Benedict’s St Joseph’s 

 Aengus, Rory 

Roster –St Joseph’s (Sunday 9:00am)      10 Jan 

Readers Holy Communion Ministers Opener      Piety Stall  Counters  

E Little, P O’Connell                         Priest  R Donovan S O’Connell Phyllis M, Rose K  

Planned Giving 

Direct Debit 

$289.00       

Loose/Envelopes 

$386.45 

MASS THIS WEEK AT ST BENEDICT’S              
Wednesday 6 January 9.00am  
 ************************************************************************************************************ 

NAMES OF OUR SICK: So that we can keep prayers ongoing for our sick family and 
friends, could you please assist the office by letting us know if you wish any names to 
be included in the weekly newsletter. 3391 4663 Thank you 

 

LUCKY NUMBERS has been a parish fundraising for many years. Recently, due 
to decline in numbers, it would appear it is no longer viable to keep it going unless our 
numbers increase. Please advise the piety stall if you’re currently on the list and wish 

to remain. It would be appreciated if you could bring your payments up to date. Please 
consider supporting this parish fundraiser – it only costs $2 with the chance of winning 
$25 each week. Thank you for your support. 

PLANNED GIVING OVER THE HOLIDAYS As our numbers decrease over the holidays 

with many families away, our planned giving also decreases.  We still need to cover our usual 
costs - rates, electricity, keeping our churches maintained.  If you would like to continue giving 
over the holidays,  please consider a regular direct debit (these forms can be emailed to you or 

pick one up at the piety stall) or details for internet banking: BSB: 064 786; A/c No: 006631500 ; 
A/c Name: Kangaroo Point East Brisbane Parish; Reference: Planned Giving/Surname.      
Thank you. 

 
POSITION VACANT - YOUTH COORDINATOR 
Applications are open for the above position at the Sunnybank Parish. The position is a part-
time 20 hour role. 
For additional information, please visit the Archdiocese of Brisbane website https://
brisbanecatholic.org.au/ and to careers. 
 
 
THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED UNTIL 20 JANUARY.  If you have any 
enquiries during this time, please contact the Cathedral of St Stephen on 3324 3030.   
 
PETITION TO STATE PARLIAMENT – THE ‘CARE FIRST’ APPROACH WORKS BEST 

As you may be aware, Voluntary Assisted Dying (VAD) legislation will come before parliament in 
mid-2021. This is a complex life ethics issue and requires action from those who support 
palliative care and accompanying the sick and vulnerable as the more compassionate way of 

caring for the terminally ill.  There are still options for those who are opposed to euthanasia/
assisted suicide and adding your voice to the following petition is one of them. 
Although this is a secular based petition, please note it is perfectly in harmony with the Catholic 

position on VAD, in that: we support better funding of palliative care instead of legislating VAD 
Faced with a new parliament hosting many first time members, it’s wise to follow due legislative 
process and allow a proper parliamentary committee scrutiny of the new draft legislation 

Please stand with thousands of other Queenslanders and visit the e-petition page at: 
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-assembly/petitions/petition-details?id=3449 
  
CHRISTMAS MASSES It was such a blessing to be able to welcome families to St 
Joseph’s and St Benedict’s for our Christmas Masses, even though our numbers were limited.  
Thank you to the parents who helped their children dress in Nativity costumes.  We think they 
looked wonderful! 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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